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#LARA�#HIU�S�BODY�OF�WORK�IS�FOCUSED�ON�WATER��CAPTURING�HOW�WATER�IN�MOTION

REDEFINES�FORM�AND�QUESTIONS�OUR�PERCEPTION�OF�THE�PHYSICAL�WORLD��#LARA�S�PRACTICE

IS�AN�INTIMATE�STUDY�OF�WATER�S�NATURAL�RHYTHMS��5 SING�HER�CAMERA�AS�A�MEDITATIVE

TOOL��SHE�EXPLORES�THE�RESONANT�CONNECTION�BETWEEN�THE�VIEWER�AND�THE�FLUID

LANDSCAPE��( ER�WORK�CAPTURES�THE�SUBTLETIES�OF�WATERFRONTS��THE�RIPPLES��REFLECTIONS�

AND�SHIFTING�TONES�THAT�OFTEN�GO�UNNOTICED��" Y�FOCUSING�ON�THESE�EVERYDAY�DETAILS�

#LARA�TRANSFORMS�TRANSIENT�MOMENTS�INTO�STRIKING�VISUAL�STORIES��INVITING�THE

AUDIENCE�TO�FIND�EXTRAORDINARY�BEAUTY�IN�THE�FAMILIAR��

4HE�PIECES�IN�7 ATER�S�! WAKENING�BLEND�IMAGINATION�WITH�REALITY��#LARA�S�INTUITIVE

APPROACH�CAPTURES�A�SPONTANEOUS��YET�REFLECTIVE�ENERGY��WHILE�HER�INTENTIONAL

EDITING�PROCESS�REVEALS�HIDDEN�MESSAGES�AND�EMOTIONAL�DEPTH��)N�4HE�5 NIVERSE

#HEERING��LIGHT�BOUNCING�OFF�A�YACHT�S�HULL�IS�REIMAGINED�AS�A�SYMPHONY�OF�CLOUDS�

RECASTING�THE�WATERLINE�INTO�THE�SHORELINE�OF�A�LONG
AWAITED�BREAKTHROUGH��4HROUGH

HER�LENS��A�RIVER�S�MOVEMENT�IS�REIMAGINED�AS�- EANDERING�4REES��AND�THE�LIGHT

CAUGHT�ON�THE�SURFACE�BECOMES�7 ATER�IN�&LAMES��0RINTED�WITH�A�PAINTERLY�SENSITIVITY

ON�ARCHIVAL�RAG�PAPER��THESE�ABSTRACT�COMPOSITIONS�BLUR�THE�LINE�BETWEEN

PHOTOGRAPHY�AND�PAINTING��ENCOURAGING�THE�VIEWER�TO�LOOK�BEYOND�THE�LITERAL��

" EYOND�THEIR�VISUAL�APPEAL��THESE�WORKS�ARE�ROOTED�IN�A�JOURNEY�OF�HEALING�AND

RENEWAL��#LARA�SEES�HER�CREATIVE�PROCESS�AS�A�PURSUIT�OF�CLARITY��A�WAY�TO�FIND

MEANING�AMIDST�THE�NOISE�OF�EVERYDAY�LIFE��( ER�PIECES�IN�7 ATER�S�! WAKENING�OFFER�A

SANCTUARY�FOR�CONTEMPLATION�AND�EMOTIONAL�CONNECTION��4HIS�DISPLAY�IS�AN�INVITATION

TO�PAUSE��BREATHE��AND�WITNESS�THE�EVOCATIVE�QUALITY�AND�THE�FLEETING�FORMS�OF�WATER��
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#LARA�#HIU�IS�A�( ONG�+ONGER
! USTRALIAN�FINE�ART�PHOTOGRAPHER�NOW�BASED�IN�3YDNEY��! USTRALIA�

" ORN�IN�( ONG�+ONG�DURING�ITS�" ELLE�¢POQUE��A�VIBRANT�TIME�OF�GLAMOUR�AND�OPTIMISM�SHAPED�BY

BOTH�%ASTERN�AND�7 ESTERN�INFLUENCES��SHE�MOVED�TO�3YDNEY�S�, OWER�. ORTH�3HORE�IN�EARLY

CHILDHOOD��WHERE�SHE�DEVELOPED�A�DEEP�APPRECIATION�OF�COASTAL�BEAUTY�AND�THE�SUBTLETIES�OF

NATURE��( ER�! USTRALIAN�EDUCATION�FOSTERED�HER�INNATE�AFFINITY�WITH�VISUAL�ART��#LARA�WORKED�FOR

MANY�YEARS�AS�A�FINANCIAL�SERVICES�LAWYER��INITIALLY�IN�3YDNEY�AND�THEN�IN�( ONG�+ONG��3HE

RETURNED�TO�3YDNEY�WITH�HER�FAMILY�IN�� � � � ��

&ROM�A�YOUNG�AGE��#LARA�WAS�MENTORED�IN�PHOTOGRAPHY�BY�HER�FATHER��AN�EXPERIENCED

PHOTOGRAPHER��3OME�OF�HER�EARLIEST�MEMORIES�ARE�OF�HELPING�HIM�SET�UP�HIS�TRIPOD��HOLDING�THE

LIGHT�METER��AND�SOMETIMES�EVEN�POSING�FOR�HIS�PORTRAITS��4HE�FATHER�AND�DAUGHTER�OFTEN�WENT�ON

PHOTOGRAPHY�TRIPS�TOGETHER��WHERE�THEY�WOULD�QUIETLY�TAKE�IN�THEIR�SURROUNDINGS��SOMETIMES

ENGAGING�IN�A�PLAYFUL�COMPETITION�AS�THEY�CAPTURED�AND�SHARED�THEIR�PERSPECTIVES��#LARA�S�FATHER

WAS�A�MAN�OF�FEW�WORDS��BUT�THROUGH�PHOTOGRAPHY��THEY�CONNECTED�IN�WAYS�WORDS�COULD�NOT

EXPRESS��

4HE�DEATH�OF�HER�FATHER�IN�EARLY�� � � � �PROFOUNDLY�SHAPED�HER�PERSPECTIVE�AND�STRENGTHENED�HER

CONNECTION�TO�THE�MEDIUM��/ NE�DAY��WHILST�SHE�WAS�STILL�VERY�MUCH�GRIEVING��SHE�STARTED�TAKING

PHOTOS�OF�THE�SHIFTING�FORMS�AND�PATTERNS�OF�WATER�NEAR�THE�! RT�' ALLERY�OF�. EW�3OUTH�7 ALES��4HIS

MARKED�THE�BEGINNING�OF�HER�WATER�PHOTOGRAPHY�AND�CURRENT�BUSINESS��*��ZEN�! RT��

, IVING�ON�THE�, OWER�. ORTH�3HORE�OF�3YDNEY��WITH�ITS�WATERFRONTS�AND�SEASCAPES��#LARA�CAPTURES

NATURE�S�FLUID��EVER
CHANGING�ESSENCE�WITH�A�BOLD�AND�INTENTIONAL�STYLE��( ER�IMAGES�SEEK�TO�EVOKE

HEALING�AND�CONNECTION��BLURRING�THE�LINE�BETWEEN�REALITY�AND�ABSTRACTION��4HROUGH�REFLECTIONS�

RIPPLES��AND�SHIFTING�LIGHT��SHE�EXPLORES�WATER�AS�A�METAPHOR�FOR�MEMORY��TRANSFORMATION��AND�THE

PASSAGE�OF�TIME��EACH�PIECE�IMBUED�WITH�RESILIENCE��FREEDOM��AND�HOPE��

" EYOND�HER�PERSONAL�PRACTICE��#LARA�#HIU�CONTRIBUTES�TO�THE�ARTS�COMMUNITY�THROUGH�EXHIBITIONS

AND�CHARITABLE�WORK��3HE�RAISED�FUNDS�AS�A�PORTRAIT�PHOTOGRAPHER�FOR�THE�( ONG�+ONG�#ANCER�&UND

IN�� � � � ��SHE�BEGAN�EXHIBITING�AT�THE�' REENWICH�6ILLAGE�! RTS�4RAIL�SINCE�� � � � ��( ER�WORK�3UNSET�IN

- IYAZAKI�WAS�SELECTED�AS�&INALIST�FOR�THE�3/ ( / �! RT�0RIZE�� � � � ��3HE�IS�THE�WINNER�OF�THE

%MERGING�! RTIST�0RIZE�OF�THE�INAUGURAL�, IFELINE�! RT�3HOW�. ORTH�3YDNEY��� � � � 	 �FOR�HER�WORK

- EANDERING�4REES��AND�HER�WORK�- EDITATION�BY�3AND�AND�7 ATER�WAS�SELECTED�AS�&INALIST�AT�THE

SAME�EVENT��
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! RTIST�3TATEMENT�

#APTURED�AT�A�MARINA�IN�- OSMAN��3YDNEY��THIS�PHOTOGRAPH�IS�A�MUSING�ON�A�FRESH

BEGINNING��)�AM�MESMERISED�BY�LIGHT�BOUNCING�OFF�A�YACHT�S�HULL��TRANSFORMING�THE

METAL�INTO�A�SYMPHONY�OF�CLOUDS��4O�ME��THESE�PATTERNS�FEEL�LIKE�THE�UNIVERSE�ITSELF

IS�CHEERING�ON�A�SIGNIFICANT�TRANSITION��4HE�DARK�LINE�WHERE�THE�HULL�MEETS�THE�SEA

BECOMES� THE� SHORELINE� OF� A� LONG
AWAITED� BREAKTHROUGĤ AN� ISLAND� THAT� IS� FINALLY

WITHIN�REACH��" ELOW��THE�WATER�S�REFLECTION�CATCHES�THE�LIGHT�IN�A�RIPPLING�ECHO��AS

IF�THE�VERY�JOURNEY�IS�FINALLY�RESONATING�WITH�THE�JOY�OF�ARRIVING�
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